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sister's grand wedding. He had sought and obtained
a commission in the United States service as a Lieu-
tenant. This had been his own choice; he had
preferred the service and hardships of a soldier, to a
plantation well stocked with slaves, and the quietude
of domestic life. He had cheerfully given up his
friends and prospects as a planter, and entered the
service of his country. Frank Helm, the second son,
soon followed the example of his older brother, Lina.
He obtained a like commission, but he did not, like
his brother, get along quietly. His prospects as an
officer were soon blighted, and all hope of being
serviceable to his country vanished forever.y making a tour of ten days to Niagara
